246       THE THINGS WE ARE

make me detestable. I'm perfectly sure of
that. And as for the other things, they're
his look out. I didn't discuss you behind
your back; and I wasn't going to take his
advice. But I'm quite sure he's not detest-
able either/'

It was true; it was true. She knew it.
But she was hurt. She knew that also. She
had never been so deeply, so irremediably
wounded. That was as true as his truth.
She was not going to yield to his.

"You weren't going to take his advice?
Does that mean you are now ? "

" There won't be any need. You won't
ask me to marry you."

"You're very positive about what I'm
going to do and not going to do."

" I don't know anything about you, Felicia.
I know that you've been the most wonderful
thing in my life. I thought I was in love
with you. But they're not the same, I
didn't realize that before. You meant a
new world to me; you still mean a new
world; you always will. But it's one I
can't get into, really. I shouldn't feel safe
in it. Something would always be dragging
me back. I'm chained to my past.
1 ." I don't know whether that's it really.